[image: image1.png]E@f Our Hen House mﬁ“}

! a place to find our way to change the world for animals





Using Fiction to Change the World for Animals: Q&A With John Yunker, Author of The Tourist Trail
www.thetouristrail.com
*IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN READING THE TOURIST TRAIL, JOHN YUNKER AND OUR HEN HOUSE ARE CURRENTLY OFFERING A SPECIAL DEAL IN THAT IF YOU DONATE $25 TO OUR HEN HOUSE (A 501(C)(3) NONPROFIT), YOU WILL RECEIVE A FREE COPY OF THE NOVEL. DONATE AT WWW.OURHENHOUSE.ORG/DONATE, OR SPEAK WITH JASMIN DIRECTLY.

How do you use fiction writing as a form of animal activism?

Writers have the power to reflect society but also to push it forward. There is a wealth of non-fiction books about animal rights and animals activists. But there is a dearth of literature that illustrates what it means to devote your life to these causes.
Animal activism is still viewed as an extreme or fringe behavior, but it won't always be that way. Two hundred years ago, abolitionists were viewed as fringe characters, whackos, terrorists. But they were on the right side of history. Animal rights activists are also on the right side of history, but most literature has not yet caught up with this reality.
How can others use fiction writing as a form of animal activism?

Even if you aren't out to write an animal activism novel, you can do little things that help move the world forward. You can create more enlightened characters (and readers). For example, if you feature food in a scene, do you simply default to meat or fish or can you introduce a vegan meal? Could this be a point of friction between an enlightened character and an unenlightened character? The fact is, these discussions are happening right now all around us.
More important, how do you choose to portray vegans? Here is where you should play against type. Does a vegan always have to be an unbalanced combative anarchist? Can't a vegan be a successful corporate executive who just happens to also be an animal activist? Can the person be vegan not because it's a hip new diet but because it fits that person's worldview?
Finally, think about how you portray animals in your fiction. Do you use animals as mere set pieces, or do you put more thought and compassion into how you portray them? This is important to think about because a growing number of your readers will notice if you don't write your animal characters as thoughtfully as your human characters.
How best to write a novel (or short story):

Before you do anything, have something to say. Have something you feel compelled to say. Most novels these days are extremely well written but void of substance. Too many writers have become wonderful stylists at the expense of storytelling.
Passion is the most important ingredient. Passion for your story, your characters, and for your readers.
Next, once you start writing, turn off that nasty voice in your head that says you can't write. Or at least try to ignore it until you get a first draft down.
Then rewrite. And rewrite. And be careful whom you share your work with. I'm lucky to have a partner who I trust (and who is an excellent writer). But I would avoid sharing your work with friends and family.
In the end, all that really matters is your agent. This person is the only audience member that matters, initially.
How to find a publisher or self publish?
I always say that first you look for the perfect publisher, then you look for any publisher, then you become a publisher.
Self-publishing is an enormous undertaking and there is a great bias against writers who do not have mainstream publishers. Sometimes the bias is warranted, sometimes not. But getting reviews is extremely difficult if you don't have a publisher behind you.
A publisher adds credibility, which writers often need when they are starting out. I was fortunate to have an agent for The Tourist Trail but we didn't find a publisher, so I set out on my own. Yet having secured an agent gave me additional confidence as I ventured forth alone.
The nice thing about self-publishing is that it is a viable fallback option. And success stories are emerging. Most of these success stories are limited to established writers or writers of genre fiction. But I think we'll see literary success stories in the years ahead.
To learn more, here are some blogs I recommend:
Former agent Nathan Bransford has great advice on the industry and how to write a pitch letter
http://blog.nathanbransford.com/
Also check out Pub Rants, another agent blog:
http://pubrants.blogspot.com/
For the future of publishing, two very good blogs:
http://www.idealog.com/blog/
http://blog.writersdigest.com/norules/
My wife writes an excellent blog on writing
http://www.midgeraymond.com/blog/
And I've compiled a list of must-read blogs for the indie writer:
http://www.thetouristtrail.com/blog/2010/09/must-read-blogs-for-the-indie-author/
About Ashland Creek Press

My wife and I both worked in publishing years ago in New York and we've both had our share of agents and publishers. But recently we've seen a need arise for a publisher that could take chances on the kinds of works that mainstream publishers are avoiding these days. From travel stories to eco-literature, our mission is to publish a range of books, as well as short stories and articles, that foster an appreciation for worlds outside our own, the animal kingdom, and the ways in which we all connect.
We're open to short stories, essays, novels, and memoirs. You can learn more at www.ashlandcreekpress.com.
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